similar monuments.    They got no opportunity of knowing ancient
Indian architecture.
Is Vaastu an art or a science ? The closing years of the twentieth
century do not consider this a live question. For all those with some
knowledge of the subject, it is an art, for it appeals to the aesthetic
sense of everyone. Many accept it as a science. There are some who
do not consider it as a science at all for according to the
postulates of Descartes "we reject all knowledge which is merely
probable and judge that onfy those things should be believed which
are perfectly known and about which there can be no doubts ".
Shri B.N. Reddy, who postgraduated himself with distinction
from a reputed Amercian university believes Vaastu as ashastra in
its entirety. He has studied whatever material was available to him
on Vaastu Vidya. He is convinced that Vaastu sutras are as valid to-
day as at any other time in the past. His experiences convince others
also of the effectiveness of Vaastu. His book "A GLIMPSE OF
PRACTICAL VAASTU'9 is in great demand and hence is going into
more editions.
A special feature of his book is that many of the Vaastu principles
(Sutras) are based on his own deep study and observations. His
experiences together with those of others who consulted him convinc-
ingly establish that Vaastu contributes, for the success of concerned,
I am personally aware of the fact that several industrialists found
his advice beneficial and sound in many respects. People who
invest huge amounts in the construction of buildings and large
industrial enterprises can not afford to risk their moneys by going
against or by ignoring the well established Vaastu principles.
A non-believer that I wctf, a few years ago, had to change my
views on the subject after some personal experiences. Certain
modifications sugested by Shri B.N. Reddy, did help me.
Knowledge comes out of experience but experience does not come
out of knowledge. The knowledge that Mr. B.N. Reddy packed in
every page of this book is useful and authentic. One stands to gain
by following the principles suggested by the author, whatever one's
faith and philosophy may be.
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